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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that we, CHRISTIAN FREDER-
10x and SAMUEL N. Trump, of Wilmington,
in the county of New Castle and State of Del-
aware, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Padlocks; and we do here-
by declare that the following is .a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

The object of this invention is to furnish a
lock especially suitable for railroad freight-
car doors, mail-bags, crates, trunks, and other
packages for the transportation of goods and
merchandise upon which padlocks are com-
monly used. ‘

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows the lock
unlocked ready for use. Fig. 2 shows the lock
placed over a staple and locked.

But little deseription is necessary, the nov-
elty consisting in the arrangement of the case
and bolt.

The case A may be made round or oval, or
of any other convenient form, one without an-
gles being preferred. Nearly in the center is
a slot, B, and passing through the side of the
case and the slot is the locking-bolt C.

‘When the lock is unlocked the bolt projects
from the case, as shown in Fig. 1, and to lock
it it is only necessary to place the finger on it
and thrust it in, when the locking mechanismn
within the case catches and holds it securely.
To unlock it a key is used in the usual man-
ner.

There may be key-holes on both sides of the
case, and either side may be placed outward
over the staple.

The advantages of this device are obvious.

The round form of the lock and its sitting
close to the article upon which it is placed
render it less likely to be destroyed by cateh-
ing to or striking other things in handling, as
is the case with the common form; and the
bolt projecting through the side of the case
admits of the lock being locked by the press-
ure of the finger on it, without the delay con-
sequent upon taking up, inserting, and turn-
ing the key—a matter of importance when the
lock is used on cars, mail-bags, and other
packages which are kept open until the latest
possible moment; and this arrangement pos-
sesses the elements of convenience in use,
strength, and simplicity of construction in a
remarkable degree.

We are aware that locks have heretofore
been made round in form, and with a central
orifice passing partly or entirely through the
case, and we do not broadly claim such ar-
rangement.

The internal mechanism is not the subject
of the present application, since that can be
varied at pleasure, and is capable of many
modifications; but,

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The combination of the case A, the central
orifice, and the locking-bolt, said bolt passing
through the central orifice and the side of the
lock-case, and adapted to be closed or locked
by the pressure of the hand, substantially as
described.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we affix our signatures in presence of
two witnesses,

CHRISTIAN FREDERICK.,
SAML. N. TRUMP.
Witnesses: :
Sur.. MCPHERSON,
Jonn C. CoLE.




